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What Is BRIDGES? 
 

The name of this newsletter derives from an acronym that reflects the services FLDRN 
offers to our donor families: Building Relationships, Integrating Donation, Grief, 
Encouragement and Support. 

 
 

DONOR FAMILY EMAIL ADDRESSES NEEDED! 
 

 
 

 
 

Of course, we also invite you to keep up-to-date by visiting our website at  
www.donorrecovery.org/families-of-donors/news/ for "News and Events for Donor Families" in 

the Families of Donors section.  
 
 

 

 

Featured Guest Article: 

"Is there life after death?” 
Written by Ashley Britt 

 

This question has been in the air for a very long time. Is there life after death? I respond to this 

question with… Yes there is.  I am a widow with a 3 year old son and 2 year old daughter.  I 

lost my husband September 6, 2012. He donated many organs including his heart and two 
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kidneys.  I have peace and joy in my life knowing my husband, a born again Christian is in 

heaven.  But that is not the life after death I am talking about.  I am talking about you, the 

living.  Is there life for us after our loved one has passed?  Can we go on to live happy, 

successful lives?  Yes we can! You must find the center of your joy and focus on that! 

 
Tim, my husband, was a family man, he was proud that he was able to take care of us.  A natural 

born leader, he was the general manager of a restaurant which allowed me to stay home with my 

children.  Tim faced life obstacles with hope and determination.  You see, Tim was born legally 

deaf and wore hearing aids.  He could not hear without them.  If you talked to Tim or looked at 

him you would never know he was deaf.  He didn't let his hearing loss stop him but instead used 

it to show people that with hard work and determination anything was possible! 

 
We had met while I was in college and he was a manager at the store where I was working.  On 

our first date we went to a local drive in.  We sat in the back of his truck and just talked all night 

under the stars.  I couldn't tell you what movies were playing.  That's the night I fell in love with 

Tim.  We were married on March 20, 2011, the first day of spring. 

 
During our marriage Tim always brought home gifts whether it was fresh strawberries or my 

favorite snack. Every Friday he brought me flowers. They were always unique and he often 

brought me my favorite… Sunflowers!  He loved surprising me and loved making me feel 

special. 

 
Tim and I had two beautiful children together: Timothy Robert Britt (TJ) and Faith Nevaeh Britt. 

TJ turned 3 on November 3, 2013.  I find all of the celebrations on holidays are now bitter sweet.  

As much as I loved celebrating TJ's birthday, my heart ached that his daddy wasn't here to 

celebrate with us. Tim was so proud of his son.  I remember the sonogram we had to find out the 

sex of the baby. Tim wanted a son terribly.  When they told us it was a boy Tim jumped up 

yelling with excitement, he almost tipped the chair over he was so excited.  Tim was such a great 

father.  I was working when we had TJ so Tim helped change diapers and would get up 

sometimes at night with him.  They loved to wrestle and play. 

 
Faith turned 2 on December 19, 2013. She is the first girl on the Britt side in five generations!!  

After we had our son I wanted a little girl so badly, however Tim politely told me it was very 

unlikely as there were all boys on his side.  When we had her sonogram Tim thought he 

misheard them when they told us we were having a girl.  Faith was daddy’s little girl and he 

often joked that she wasn't to get married until she was 35!!  When I had Faith we had decided it 

was best for me to stay home with the children and Faith quickly became a mommy’s girl.  She 

would cry whenever anybody else held her and this made it difficult for Tim as she cried 

whenever he picked her up. Finally one night Faith fell asleep on her daddy’s chest and I will 

never forget the huge grin on Tim's face or how he told people for days about daddy’s little girl. 
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Tim was so good to us that I never thought I would survive without him.  Because of that, I found 

life in my children.  It is very hard for me knowing they will grow up never personally knowing 

their father, and he will never see their smiles or hear their laughs again.  I watch them enjoy their 

birthdays and playing with games and toys. I see them living their life after they lost their father. 

They know that daddy is in heaven with Jesus and don't ask questions.  I show them pictures and 

videos of daddy often. 

 
I know that somewhere in New York State is a man with three children who has my husband’s 

heart beating strong in his chest.  My husband always said he would love me until his heart ceased 

to beat... and it's still beating.  For that man and his family there is life! Tim also gave both kidneys 

and I understand one went to a married middle aged man and one to a single young man.  I've been 

told that they both are doing very well!  For those two men and their families, there is life! Tim also 

gave muscle, bone, skin, and one eye was donated... I've been told because of his gifts the lives of 

up to 60 people were improved. 

 
Our loved ones gave the greatest gift, the gift of LIFE! There is life out there for so many people 

because of our precious heroes. We may never know what the ones who received the gift of life will 

do with it. The gifts our loved ones gave could have gone to the teacher improving lives, the doctor 

saving lives, the mom, dad, son or daughter who mean the world to someone. Maybe the person 

sitting next to you on the bus… Life is all around us! To the world they may have been one person, 

but to one person they were the world! 

 
In losing my husband, my best friend and soul mate, I have obviously changed. I have grown, 

became more independent, stronger and more appreciative of life.  I never realized how many 

things I had taken for granted. There are no more quick trips to the store or hour long baths, or late 

night conversations. I can no longer pick up the phone just to say I love you or I miss you. However 

with the changes that took place in our life I know we have been blessed and I have grown stronger 

in my faith.  I also have the joy of watching my children learning about God.  I know this would 

make their daddy so happy. 

 
I have suffered a great loss but in the end I found life and will continue to find it every day until I 

meet him again. Tim and his step dad led me to The Lord. I remember looking at him (a 6'3 240 lb. 

guy) with big tears in his eyes saying "now we can be together in heaven." I know he is waiting for 

me, and this gives me hope! 

 
I'm talking to you: mom, dad, grandma, grandpa, wife, husband, children… To all those who lost a 

loved one.... Find the sun behind the cloud! We may have lost a huge part of us but we must find 

the life for our loved ones and for ourselves.  I can't promise there will not be pain, and sometimes it 

will hurt. However, there can still be joy. This is not the end for you, just a new chapter. Find the 

rainbow, follow your dreams and live your life! May you find your peace. 
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Here are some pictures from the Britt Family Album 

 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 Ashley and Tim with their son TJ 

Ashley and Tim with their son TJ The Britt Family 

 

 
The Britt Family 
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Donate Life Rose Parade Ceremony 
On December 16, 2013 there was a ceremony in the main lobby at Strong Memorial Hospital to 

recognize Richard Perez and acknowledge his honor of becoming a rider on this year’s “Light 

Up The World,” Donate Life float in the Rose Bowl parade.  Richard spoke about the importance 

of organ donation along with many others who have received a lifesaving organ transplant, as 

well as some who were still awaiting a lifesaving transplant. Richard has volunteered at Strong 

Memorial Hospital for many years now and works with those awaiting transplants to give hope 

and encouragement.  He states that it is rewarding to him to help others. 

 

2014 Rose Bowl Parade 
Submitted by Rob Kochik, Executive Director of Finger Lakes Donor Recovery Network 

 

I had the pleasure of traveling to Pasadena, CA to participate in all of the activities leading up to 

the Donate Life Float “Light Up the World” appearing in the Tournament of Roses Parade on 

New Year’s Day. 

 

As you are probably already aware, for the past seven years FLDRN has honored one donor and 

their family by sponsoring the donor’s picture – actually a florograph – to appear on the Donate 

Life Float. Additionally for the past two years, we have also sponsored an organ transplant 

recipient to ride on the float. 

 

This year, we honored Christine Springer who was an organ donor in December 2007 and 

sponsored Richard Perez, a 10 year liver recipient. Molly deRoos, (Christine’s daughter), and Ali 

Brown, (Molly’s daughter and Christine’s granddaughter) traveled to California along with 

Richard’s wife, Maria and my wife, Carole. Ali herself is also a liver recipient. She received her 

transplant in 2003. 

 

ROSE BOWL PARADE PHOTOS: I thought I’d share a few pictures that show a little 

about what happened “behind the scenes”. Please turn to page 6. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



6  

This picture that shows what the float looks  

 Ali and Molly helping decorate the float. 

 
 

  
 

Maria and Richard are helping “clean up” during the 

float decorating. 

 

 

                                          

Richard Perez riding on the float (second from the right). 
 

(More photos on next page) 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Rose Bowl Parade 

Pictures 

This picture shows what the float looks like before the 

floragraphs have been placed on the float. 
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Molly and Ali standing below Christine’s florograph 

(bottom right corner) after it had been placed on the 

float. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

             

 
 

 

 
 

It was amazing to see all of the vials with hand 

written dedications that had been sent from across the 

U.S. and from other countries. We hand carried the 

dedications from our local donor families and 

recipients and presented them to the float decorators 

to insert the roses. FLDRN dedicated a rose “In 

Honor of all of our Donors and Donor Families.” 

 

 

(Photo of float on next page)
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Float traveling down parade route. 

 
 

The entire experience was truly amazing and one that we will always remember! The float is a 

wonderful representation of all of the love, care and compassion that is passed on from donors 

and their families to grateful transplant recipients! 

 

 

Donor Family Surveys 
Written by Susan Miller, Family Services Coordinator 

 

Finger Lakes Donor Recovery has used surveys for several years. Typically, these surveys get 

mailed to donor families one month after the donation has occurred. We realize that sometimes 

donor families don’t feel ready to complete these surveys at the time that they are received and 

never get around to returning them to us.  We value the information that we receive from you in 

these surveys.  They tell us many things such as: how we are doing; how our families are feeling; 

and what improvements we can make in our process and our approach to families. We take the 

information collected from these surveys very seriously, and not only are they read by each 

 

(Continued on next page)
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Family Services Coordinator, but they are also read by the Clinical Coordinators and our 

Administrative staff.  

 

Some of the important facts we have gathered from these surveys are: 

 70% stated that they had not had any conversation about donation prior to their loved 

one’s death. 

 85% have never had anyone receive or donate organs in the past. 

 22% of those who had a conversation about donation prior to their loved one’s 

hospitalization, told us they were the ones who brought up donation. 

 Families have told us that our staff is compassionate, respectful, clear and sensitive to 

their particular needs. 

 Family and Friends are the best support for them as they go through the grieving process. 

 Memory care boxes and receiving letters from recipients are very helpful to them. 
 

If you have never completed a survey and would care to share your experiences with us, we 

would be happy to send you a survey to complete.  Remember that if you do fill out a survey, 

you can remain anonymous.  Please contact me either by e-mail: 

susan_miller@urmc.rochester.edu or by calling the office at (585) 272-4930. 

 

 

Holiday Gatherings 
This is the second year that we got together in both the Rochester and Syracuse locations to bond 

together in our struggles with getting through the holiday seasons.  We recognize the emotions 

that our donor families experience when faced with the cheer of the holidays. We also recognize 

that after their loss the last thing donor families want to do is celebrate and we want to provide a 

safe, friendly, and comfortable environment filled with other donor families who can relate and 

lend advice.  This year we had a great turnout, and here are some pictures of this event. 

 

  
 

The above pictures are from the Syracuse Holiday Gathering
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                                     The above pictures are also from the Syracuse Holiday Gathering 

 

 

This photo is from the Rochester Holiday Gathering 
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Casino Night 
The Halloween-themed Casino Night was a blast AND a huge success!  The costumes were 

amazing and the costume contest was a hit.  After traveling from the Syracuse area, Donor Mom 

Karen Kline took the prize for best costume (see picture)! The evening was organized by Team 

Finger Lakes to raise money for their trip to Houston, TX to attend the 2014 Donate Life 

Transplant Games of America.  The evening raised $1952 which will greatly help our 11 athletes 

reach their goal of attending the Games!  These recipients are excited and thankful to show the 

world what the Gift of Life has meant to them, and are truly humbled by each donor and their 

family who made the decision for donation. 

 
 

Karen Kline (on the Right) took the prize for best costume 
 

 

 

 

2014 Transplant Games of America 
Submitted by Amy James, Community Education Manager 

 
 

To date, 11 organ recipients and 4 donor families will be attending the 2014 Transplant Games 

of America.  The Games are held in a different city on an every other year basis – this year Team 

Finger Lakes is headed to Houston, Texas from July 11- 16
th

.  Returning events include: a 5K 

walk/run, bowling, golf, table tennis, volleyball, badminton, basketball, cycling, swimming, 

tennis, track and field, and racquetball.  New to the Games will be: ballroom dancing, cornhole, 

Texas hold-em poker, and trivia challenge.  This variety allows for anyone, at any ability, to 

shine as they show their appreciation for the Gift of Life they have received! 

There are many special events incorporated in the time in Houston.  These events include an 

opening ceremony to rival the Olympics, a Quarter Century Club Dinner for those recipients  

 

(Continued on next page)
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who have had their transplant for 25 or more years, and a Donor Tribute.  FLDRN’s Community 

Education Manager, Amy James, joined other Team Managers in Houston in September to see 

the venues, and was completely in awe of the spot chosen for the Donor Tribute. 

 

 

 

 
“The Wortham Center’s beauty offers the perfect 

place for this solemn, yet celebratory event.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Donor Family Celebration 
The Donor Family Celebration is an event that we have every 18 months. We use this event to 

recognize our donors and celebrate their lives. 

 

The families are given an opportunity to submit a picture of their loved one to be used in a video 

montage as well as to submit a quilt square to be incorporated into one of our quilts that are 

available to be loaned out for family events such as picnics, reunions, or parties. 

 

Our next Donor Family Celebrations will take place in the first half of 2014: 

 

 Syracuse Donor Family Celebration: Sunday, May 4, 2014, 2 – 4 PM at the Holiday 

Inn in Liverpool. This is the same location as last time. 
 

 Rochester Donor Family Celebration: Sunday June 1, 2014 2-4 PM at the Double 

Tree Inn in Henrietta. 
 

 

If you would like to attend either of these events, please call the Rochester office at (585) 272- 

4930 for more information. 
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SAVE THE DATES! 
 

Upcoming Events 

February 22 - Elmira Jackals Donate Life Night 

February 23 - Team Finger Lakes Bowling 

Fundraiser February 26 - Legislative Advocacy Day 

in Albany 

 
March 22 - Katie's Star Art Show 

 
April 2 - Rochester Americans (Amerks) Donate Life Night 

April 4 - Upstate Medical University's "Mystery, Malt, and Merlot" 

April 5 - Harbor House Night with the Rochester Knighthawks 

April 6 - Rochester River Run (5K walk/run to benefit URMC Transplant Dept) 

April 11 - National Wear Blue and Green Day 

 
May 1-3 - EMS/STEP Conference 

May 4 - Donor Family Celebration - Syracuse 

May 6 - Legislative Education Day in Albany 

 
June 1 - Donor Family Celebration - Rochester  

 

July 11-16 - Transplant Games of America 
 

If you are interested in learning more about any of these events, please contact 
amy_james@urmc.rochester.edu 
 

 

Facebook Donor Family Support Page 

We currently have 51 members on our Donor Family Support page through Facebook. It has 

been so rewarding and heartwarming to see the support that you have been giving each other.  

It is why this page was created!!  Even though each of your experiences is different, there is 

a similar commonality among you.  You are all donor families… and who best to support 

donor families, than donor families??? So…. If you are reading this, and you are a donor 

family member who has not been invited to join the Donor Family Support page on 

Facebook, just send Kelly VanDeMar a quick note with your email address and she will 

send you an invitation.  You can reach Kelly VanDeMar at: 

Kelly_vandemar@urmc.rochester.edu or by calling the office at (585) 272-4930. 
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