
 
 

What Is BRIDGES? 
 

The name of this newsletter derives from an acronym that reflects the services Finger Lakes 

Donor Recovery Network offers to our donor families: Building Relationships, Integrating 

Donation, Grief, Encouragement and Support. 
 

DONOR FAMILY EMAIL ADDRESSES NEEDED! 

We would like to resume emailing BRIDGES to you, our donor families. If you haven't done so 

already, kindly provide us with your first and last name, your email address, and tell us that you 

wish to be added to our distribution list. Please send your request to Judy Hess at 

Judy_Hess@urmc.rochester.edu or call her at 585-272-4930. 

 

Of course, we also invite you to keep up-to-date by visiting our website at 

www.donorrecovery.org/families-of-donors/news/ for "News and Events for Donor Families" 

found in the “Families of Donors” section.

 

FLDRN Donor Family Support Page on Facebook 

We have created a Donor Family Support Page on Facebook. It is called the “FLDRN Donor 

Family Support Page.” This page has all of the same features but provides increased privacy and 

security for all our families.  We currently have 48 members on our page, and it has been so 

rewarding and heartwarming to see the support that you have been giving each other.  It is why 

this page was created! Even though each of your experience is different, there is a common bond 

among you: you are all donor families… and who best to support donor families, than donor 

families?  So…. If you are reading this, and you are a donor family member who has not been 

invited to join the FLDRN Donor Family Support Page on Facebook, just send us a quick note 

with your email address and we will send you an invitation once all of the privacy paperwork has 

been completed.  You can reach either Judy or Sue at: Judy_Hess@urmc.rochester.edu or 

Susan_Miller@urmc.rochester.edu; or by calling the office at 585-272-4930. 

 

 

BRIDGES 
 
Winter 2015 

A Newsletter for Donor Families    

 

mailto:Judy_Hess@URMC.Rochester.edu
mailto:Judy_Hess@URMC.Rochester.edu
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ImNuSNpHaqtzqOK1QjnEZUaRnD3h9KFv8njJBHKyPanmAWjFVEknEJKjruEmoVwov0Xsneh4vZVCMDmDsJ75Uwzmwgs8uBDSClBauY9pugaWFVC49ELuTYHfxlrntzL0aqtoinUNzhG7Td1fnGr7OXFi3F0P8iPMNk18z3jmaRU_TzzgU0Rr17z_8buVLx4VUe0GExjOxZDB9XsIg0xMwm_TvEGPKfwMRVwM5WWAkXXijkwCEkRizobC7YWeOVWvF3K2cJU3zRZcOTOugVkQwYoIiuwANMccPIwt28CA-qaspwrsRTBsPWrZtwOXwGhlSSd3kkdu3KGEtIFabRzL1qM9-IBzsTr5&c=dleMOAAdqh9oCY8OmiPeVtUicwE-VKgw_3gZjoaoOvSzcBUMIpNd5g==&ch=QwV9HAy-zz3NbDTG84m0Kzc949P7RJPa8HNkWp5t5qgCFORaSOVZUQ==
mailto:Judy_Hess@urmc.rochester.edu
mailto:Susan_Miller@urmc.rochester.edu


2 

 

Guest Story 

Happily Ever After? 
 

By Donna Dunn (Donor Mom) 
 
 

The year was 2007. In the Spring, we had celebrated my parents’ 50
th

 wedding anniversary. The 

theme for the celebration was a fifties style sock hop. Everyone dressed up for the celebration. 

My Mom wore a pink poodle skirt. My Dad wore jeans, a white t-shirt and a black leather jacket.  

We had so much fun! As I watched my mom and dad slow dance, I could see that they were still 

in love. In a few short months from then, our daughter Mary was going to marry the love of her 

life, Brandon. My hope was that they too would be dancing at their fiftieth wedding anniversary. 

 

July 28
th

 was a beautiful sunny day. Mary and Brandon had a small intimate ceremony in our 

backyard under a red maple tree next to the pool with about 85 close family and friends. They 

were both fans of the movie “Princess Bride,” and Brandon had inscribed, “As You Wish” on the 

inside of Mary’s wedding band. Mary had asked our son Rob to be her “Man of Honor.” He gave 

a speech at the reception and it was wonderful!  When he finished he asked for a brother-sister 

dance. There wasn’t a dry eye around, especially the bride.  

 

            

           Mary and Brandon                                     
 

Five weeks after the wedding, Mary and I had a mother/daughter day at the NYS Fair on Labor 

Day. We arrived at 8:00 in the morning, had breakfast, went through the animal buildings, saw 

the sand sculpture, butter sculpture and of course had our glass of milk. We watched the free 

show at Chevy Court and then walked around the Fair for a while more. We had left at about 

7:30, and I dropped Mary off at the P&C in Fayetteville since Brandon was getting out of work 

at 8:00. They were going to go out to dinner. I went home to relax for the rest of the evening. 

The Wedding Party 



3 

 

Two hours later, I received the phone call that no parent ever wants to get. It was Brandon. He 

said, “Mary’s been hit by a car and she’s unresponsive.” 

 

On their way home from dinner they had car trouble and broke down on 81 south, a dark stretch 

of road just south of the city. Mary was standing on the shoulder of the road when a car swerved 

to avoid their car and hit Mary instead. When we arrived at the hospital, the doctor told us she 

was brain dead. They had her on a ventilator.  

 

Later that evening, we were asked about organ donation. We didn’t hesitate to say yes as Mary 

had become a blood donor her senior year of high school and had donated blood on a regular 

basis. Every time she came home from giving blood, she would walk in with a big smile and say, 

“I saved some lives today!” She was a very thoughtful and caring person. She was always there 

to help out a friend or give someone a shoulder to cry on. 

 

The process of questions had begun and when it came time to go through the list of organs to 

donate, we only chose a few. Like many people, we didn’t know a lot about organ donation. Had 

we known then what we know now, we would have given more.  

 

Over the next 30-some hours, many family members, friends, and co-workers came to the 

hospital to say goodbye to Mary and give us support. I was thankful to have that extra time with 

her, if only to hold her hand.  he staff at the hospital, as well as, the staff from Finger Lakes 

Donor Recovery Network, was very compassionate and accommodating to our needs. We felt 

like we were in their way at times, but they managed to do their job by working around us. Many 

of us were in the room when they cut the locks of hair and took her hand impression. That was 

such a special moment. We treasure our memory box. 

 

In less than six weeks of having the most joyous occasion of our daughter getting married, here 

we were, planning her funeral. As he did for her wedding, our son Rob prepared another speech. 

I don’t know how he got through it. Again, as at her wedding, there was not a dry eye in the 

room … especially Rob’s.  

 

A few days before the funeral, we had heard through some mutual friends that they were pretty 

sure they knew who received Mary’s liver and that he had wanted to meet us. I called Michelle 

Lester to confirm that indeed it was the person they thought it was. The Sunday before 

Thanksgiving 2007, my husband Wayne, me, our son Rob, and Mary’s husband Brandon, met 

with Mary’s liver recipient, Dominick Tassone Jr. He owns Dominick’s Restaurant in Syracuse. 

He lived only 6 miles from us. We also met three of his daughters. In the 3 hours we spent with 

them, we laughed, cried and shared stories.  

 

Mary wanted to have 5 children. Dominick has 5 children. He also has 13 grandchildren. We 

also found out that Dominick’s children graduated from the same high school I did. Mary was a 

huge Yankee fan; Dominick was a huge Red Sox fan. We gave Dominick some pictures of Mary.  

At the end of our visit, Dominick offered to generously establish a scholarship in Mary’s name at 

the high school in which she graduated. The scholarship will go to a student in the Early 

Childhood Education Field. To date, we have given seven scholarships of $1000 each to 

deserving students. There is more money in the scholarship fund now than what we initially 
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started with as family and friends have generously contributed also. Unfortunately, Dominick 

passed away in 2011. We still keep in touch with his children. His family and friends have golf 

tournaments in his memory, and the money has been divided into three charities: The scholarship 

in memory of Mary; The Donor Family Network; and The CNY Eye & Tissue Bank. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At Mary’s wake, a retired art teacher came through the line and asked if there was anything she 

could do, and told me, “Please don’t hesitate to call.” I took her up on that offer about a week 

later. I asked her if she could help us make some “Mary Angel” Christmas ornaments out of 

Mary’s wedding gown. I had gotten the idea from when I was in high school. A fellow band 

member who played percussion passed away from leukemia. At the band banquet his family had 

made ceramic drum Christmas ornaments for all the band members. To this day I still hang it on 

my Christmas tree. It’s been thirty-eight years! 

  

            

    
From left: Dominick and his three 
daughters, me, Wayne, and Rob. 
In the front: Lindsey, first 
scholarship recipient. 

Mary in her wedding dress. 

Angel made from Mary’s 
wedding dress. 

From left: Dominick and his three daughters, me, Wayne, 
and Rob. In the front: Lindsey, first scholarship recipient. 
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The art teacher designed an angel. Twice a week for 4 weeks, family and friends came to our 

house to work on the “Mary Angels” ornaments. They turned out beautiful, and we made enough 

to give to every family that attended the wedding. We even had enough material to make some 

“Mary Angel” tree toppers. We passed them out that first Christmas without Mary. It was very 

emotional, but we had a lot of love and support from family, friends, and coworkers. That love 

and support continues on to this day. 

 

My involvement in Donate Life activities began 4 years after Mary’s passing. I was asked to 

volunteer at the CNY Eye & Tissue Bank Booth at the NYS Fair. I hesitated at first because the 

last time I had gone to the fair, it was with Mary, and it was the same day that Mary died. I used 

to cringe whenever I saw an advertisement for the fair. I couldn’t watch the local news stations at 

fair time because they broadcast from there. But for some reason, I felt that I was ready to do 

this. What a better way to honor Mary’s legacy than to go to the fair and spread the word about 

eye, tissue, and organ donation. I arrived at the fair and took a deep breath. I thought to myself, 

I’m okay!” I volunteered for two shifts that year. What an amazing experience it was! I was 

hooked!  

 

Through the Donate Life events and gatherings I have met so many amazing donor families and 

staff members. I am proud to be an advocate for eye, tissue and organ donation.  

 

Our daughter Mary was a very caring and giving person. She lived life to the fullest. She loved 

country music, the New York Yankees, The New York State Fair, and especially being with 

family and friends. She is gone, but not forgotten. She is always on our mind and forever in our 

heart. Her smile said it all. 

                                

                    Rob and Mary 
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Donate Life and The Rose Parade Float 
 

                                                                                              
“The Never Ending Story” Rose Parade Float 2015 

 

 
Heart recipient Gaetano “Gates” Orlando (In white) sitting in front of  

his donor’s Floragraph (the green book). 
  

This is an amazing story of how someone’s altruistic donation started a process that no one could 

ever foresee.   

 

In its coverage of the 2015 Rose Parade, which took place in Pasadena on a surprisingly cold 

New Year’s Day, Time Warner Cable News focused on the Donate Life Float, and highlighted 

the incredible story that brought three individuals and their families together through organ 

donation. 
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Laurie LoMonaco (Living Kidney Donor) walked 
along side of the Float. 

“I had no idea any of this would happen. I 

had no idea of the impact and the number of 

lives touched,” said Laurie LoMonaco. She 

donated her kidney to a stranger. Ten days 

later, Laurie’s friend Paul Guyette suffered a 

fatal brain hemorrhage.  

 

Paul Guyette’s family says it was Laurie 

LoMonaco’s selfless act that helped them 

make the decision to donate his organs. 

Paul Guyette’s heart now beats inside of 

Gates Orlando. 

 

Gates Orlando,a former Buffalo Sables 

player, rode on the Donate Life Float whose 

theme was “The Never-Ending Story,” tying 

in with the Rose Parade theme, “Inspiring 

Stories.” 

 

“We saw a lot of emotions, a lot of cheering, 

a lot of clapping and tears. It was a float I 

think a lot of people were waiting to see,” said 

Orlando. 
 
 

Left to Right: Gates 
Orlando, heart 
recipient; Mary 
Guyette (wife of 
donor Paul) whose 
Floragraph she is 
holding; and Laurie 
LoMonaco, living 
donor. 
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New Ad Campaign – Pass it On 
 

Widespread Media Coverage Follows Launch  

of “Pass Life On” Ad Campaign 

  
  

 

  

The Ad Council of Rochester and Finger Lakes Donor Recovery Network, along with local 

health groups, have launched a new advertising campaign, “Pass Life On,” to decrease the 

number of individuals who die or whose health deteriorates because they are waiting for an 

organ transplant. 

 

Rochester advertising agency Brand Cool lent their creative services to bring the initiative to 

fruition. 

 

And the roll-out of this innovative and potentially life-saving advertising campaign has peaked 

the curiosity of Rochester-based media.  

 

In an article for the Democrat & Chronicle, Rob Kochik, Executive Director of Finger Lakes 

Donor Recovery Network stated, “A new campaign to encourage organ donation is shifting the 

message from death to life.” 

 

"We want you to live your life to the fullest," said Kochik, "and then pass life on." 

The Ad Council of Rochester worked with the Finger Lakes Donor Recovery Network and 

health care organizations to develop the ads and website PassLifeOn.org, which show how 

precious the gift of life can be. 

 

"The campaign shows that when an organ donor donates, they are passing on many, many life 

moments to the recipients," Kochik said Tuesday. 

 

A video shows people of all ages in everyday moments — a toddler learning to walk, a child 

playing piano, two men playing basketball, a woman painting, a young couple getting married 

http://passlifeon.org/
http://www.donorrecovery.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/01/The-Greatest-Person-Never-Known-advertising-campaign.png
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and an older couple dancing — as a narrator accepts the fact that she won't be around forever to 

enjoy her own life. 

 

"We're hopeful the ad shows how grateful patients are who have received transplants and are 

able to live their lives as well," he said. 

 

The Ad Council coordinated more than $100,000 in donations and services. TV commercials are 

scheduled to begin Feb. 1 and print ads will appear in several publications. The campaign will 

start in Rochester and expand to Syracuse, Elmira and Watertown, other areas served by Finger 

Lakes Donor Recovery Network. 

 

With 22 percent of eligible adults on the donor registry, New York has a lower rate than 48 states 

and the District of Columbia, according to a report from Excellus BlueCross BlueShield, one of 

several partners in the project. Adults in New York represent 10 percent of all Americans waiting 

for a donation. 

 

Nationally, the donor rate averages about 45 percent, and Kochik said the rate in the Finger 

Lakes network is about 30 percent. "We would like to be in the 45 percent to 50 percent range," 

he said. 

 

PassLifeOn.org links to the New York State Donate Life Registry, as well as the registries of 

other states. Kochik said donor groups are trying to change New York's balky application 

process, which he said is a barrier to enrollment. 

 

Kochik said the ad campaign marks a shift for his organization. Most of its time is spent working 

with hospitals, which are required to notify the local procurement organization when a patient is 

near death or has died. He said data shows that if someone hasn't enrolled and families have not 

talked about organ donation, fewer than half say the deceased person would like to be a donor. 

 

He said PassLifeOn.org is trying to get families to talk about donation at less stressful times. 

"Instead of saying, 'become an organ donor today,' what we should have been (doing) is asking 

people to enroll in the registry." 

 

Kochik said it's not like anyone is in a hurry to collect. 

 

"By enrolling in the registry, we're not asking you to donate organs today." 

 

To View the new ad, please click on the link: http://passlifeon.org/ and press the play button. 

You can also view it on You Tube.  We would like to know what your thoughts are, and 

welcome your comments! You can post them to our Facebook page. 

   

 

 

http://passlifeon.org/
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SAVE THE DATES!  
 
Upcoming Events: If you are interested in attending any of these events and need more 

information, please call the office at 585- 272-4930. 

 

March 

 

4          NYAD Budget Lobbying Day 

 

April 

 

10        DONATE LIFE Amerks Night: Blue Cross Arena, Rochester 

15        Upstate/St. Joseph’s Donate Life Events; Upstate Performance Center; 11:00 AM 

25        Upstate/St. Joseph’s Donate Life Registry Drive; Destiny USA 

 

 

May 

 

12        NYAD Spring Legislative Education Day  

 

September 

 

13        Donor Family Celebration: Holiday Inn, Liverpool  

 

 

October 

 

4          Donor Family Celebration: Double Tree in Rochester 

 

 

 

 

 


