
 

 
 

What Is Bridges? 
 

The name of this newsletter derives from an acronym that reflects the services FLDRN 

offers to our donor families: Building Relationships, Integrating Donation, Grief, 

Encouragement and Support. 

 
 
DONOR FAMILY EMAIL ADDRESSES NEEDED! 

At some point in the future, we would like to resume emailing BRIDGES to you, our donor 
families. If you haven't done so already, kindly provide us with your first and last name, your 
email address, and tell us that you wish to be added to our email list. Please send your request 
to be added to our email list to Judy Hess: Judy_Hess@URMC.Rochester.edu or call her at 
585-272-4930. 
 
Of course, we also invite you to keep up-to-date by visiting our website at 
www.donorrecovery.org/families-of-donors/news/  for "News and Events for Donor Families" in 
the Families of Donors section.
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FLDRN’s Donor and Recipient Honorees Are 

Named for the 2014 Rose Bowl Parade 

As we have done for the past six years, the Finger Lakes Donor Recovery Network has the 

pleasure of participating as a sponsor of the Donate Life Float and we will honor a deceased liver 

donor and a liver transplant recipient from our area at the Rose Bowl Parade on January 1, 2014. 

 

Organ Donor 

At the age of 71, Christine became a liver donor and saved the life of a 

61-year-old man.  A memorial floragraph to honor liver donor Christine 

Springer will be displayed on the Donate Life Float in the 2014 Rose 

Bowl Parade. 

By a strange coincidence, Christine‘s granddaughter, Ali Brown, received 

a life-saving liver at age 11 from an anonymous 13-year-old. 

The theme for the 2014 Donate Life Float will be ―Light Up the World.‖ 

In the official news release about the float, the organizers said, ―Five 

enormous lamps [representing the lighting up of the world] will be 

adorned with 72 memorial floragraph portraits of deceased donors whose 

legacies of life shine brightly.‖ 

 

Christine‘s daughters — Molly deRoos (Ali‘s 

mother), Robin Springer and Kate Springer — 

who made the decision to donate their mother‘s 

organs, will remember and honor her with one of 

the memorial floragraphs at the parade. Members 

of the family may also attend the parade and help 

build the float. 

Recalling how she felt when Rob Kochik, 

FLDRN‘s Executive Director, told her that 

Christine would be honored on the Donate   Life 

Float at the Rose Bowl Parade, Molly said, ―I was 

overcome     with emotion. It‘s not often that I‘m 

speechless, but I never expected something like 

this. My mother would be humbled to be honored in this way.‖ 

 

Ali Brown (left), Christine‘s granddaughter, with 
her mom, Molly deRoos. Ali is a liver recipient 
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Organ Recipient 

Liver recipient Richard Perez (second from left) will ride on the Donate Life 

Float. With him are, from left: Nancy Metzler, the administrator with the 

Solid Organ Transplant Department at URMC; Amy James, FLDRN‘s 

Community Education Manager; Maria Aponte, Richard‘s wife, and Rob 

Kochik, the FLDRN Executive Director. 

 

Liver transplant recipient Richard Perez will be one of 

only 30 people riding on the Donate Life Float. On July 

21
st
 of this year (2013), Richard celebrated the 10th 

anniversary of his transplant. 

In 2002, Richard discovered that his liver was failing. It turned out to be cirrhosis due to hepatitis 

C. 

His only hope was a transplant. 

After spending ten months on the waiting list, Richard received a new liver from a deceased 

donor at Strong Memorial Hospital/University of Rochester Medical Center. 

Richard says, ―I feel wonderful! My life has changed in ways I cannot explain and every day I‘m 

so thankful to my donor and their family. Even though I have to take anti-rejection medication 

twice a day and need to be careful and prevent getting sick, I live a relatively normal life.‖ 

He adds, ―Because someone made that decision ten years ago, I was able to see my son graduate 

from college and help plan his upcoming wedding. I‘m looking forward to grandkids!‖ 

FLDRN Delighted to Recognize Honorees 

Rob Kochik, executive director of FLDRN, says, ―We are delighted to be honoring Christine and 

Richard. Christine‘s generous gift at age 71 reinforces the fact that individuals are never too old 

to be organ donors. Without his transplant, Richard wouldn‘t be alive, let alone taking part in the 

Rose Bowl Parade, which is viewed worldwide.‖
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“Light Up the World” Float Will Inspire 2014 

Rose Bowl Parade Viewers 

On June 17, 2013, more than 70 organizations supporting Donate Life America‘s life-saving 

mission unveiled their 11th Donate Life Rose Bowl Parade float: ―Light Up the World,‖ a 

festival of beautiful lanterns that will inspire viewers worldwide to save and heal lives through 

organ, eye and tissue donation. 

The Donate Life Float and its honored 

participants are the centerpiece of a 

national campaign that leads up to the 

2014 Rose Bowl Parade. 

In a news release, Bryan Stewart, 

Chairman of the Donate Life Rose 

Parade Float Committee, said, ―We were 

inspired by the theme of the 125th Rose 

Parade, ‗Dreams Come True,‘ to reflect 

on how our dreams are illuminated by 

the examples of others.‖ 

 

He went on to say, ―Through their life-changing experiences, individuals and families touched 

by organ and tissue donation and transplantation shine a light on us all.‖ 

Mr. Stewart, who is also the Vice President of communications at OneLegacy, the organ 

procurement organization serving the greater Los Angeles area, said transplant recipients 

―radiate with gratitude and renewed‖ because of their donors, and families of deceased donors 

―rekindle their spirits by carrying on their loved ones‘ dreams.‖ 

―Living donors and registered donors are beacons of hope to patients who aspire to live longer, 

fuller lives,‖ Mr. Stewart added. ―Like lanterns illuminating the night sky above or the path 

before us, those who give and receive the gift of life light up the world with their compassion 

and courage.‖ 

The Pasadena Tournament of Roses is a volunteer organization that annually hosts the Rose 

Parade. 
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QUICK FACTS: The 2014 Donate Life Rose Bowl Parade Float 

 The float, “Light Up the World,” features a festival of lanterns illuminating 30 riders – 

all grateful organ, eye and tissue transplant recipients – and 12 living organ donors, 

walking alongside to demonstrate their ongoing vitality. 

 The float‘s five enormous lanterns are adorned with 72 memorial floragraph portraits of 

deceased donors whose legacies of life shine brightly. 

 The riders are seated throughout a dedication garden filled with thousands of roses 

bearing personal messages of love, hope and remembrance. 

 The 2014 Donate Life Float was built by Phoenix Decorating Company from a design by 

Dave Pittman. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Rose Bowl Parade’s Donate 

Life “Dedication Garden” Is  

Open for Messages 
 

 

What makes the Donate Life float so special is the people it represents, including the individuals 

who are honored and remembered with dedicated roses. 

With a beautiful float design poised to inspire tens of millions of Rose Bowl Parade spectators 

and TV viewers on January 1, 2014, the Donate Life Float Committee invites you to contribute a 

message to the float‘s Dedication Garden. 

The Donate Life Float Committee invites you to dedicate a rose tagged with a personal 

message and placed in the Dedication Garden on the 2014 Donate Life Rose Parade Float. 

Your $30 charitable contribution includes: 

 A rose with your message in the Donate Life float‘s Dedication Garden 

 Your personalized dedication posted on the float website 

 A thank you card acknowledging your dedication 

 A personalized digital certificate emailed to you 

 The satisfaction of knowing you are helping the Donate Life float inspire the world to be 

organ, eye and tissue donors. 

When making your dedication, you will also have the option of sending the card and digital 

certificate as a gift. 

All dedications received by December 1 will be mailed out by Christmas. Dedications received 

after December 1 but before December 23 will be placed on the Donate Life float, but 

acknowledgements will be mailed out after January 1, 2014. 

Thank you in advance for your participation and helping us ―Light Up the World‖ with your 

dedication on this year‘s Donate Life Rose Bowl Parade Float. 
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“How Drake, Our 4-Year-Old, Gave His 

Kidneys and Became a Miracle for Others” 

My name is Jaime Erskine-Pettit. I am a Physician Assistant and have worked at the emergency 

department of Strong Memorial Hospital for about 10 years.  

I am married to a wonderful husband, Brian, and have been blessed with four beautiful children. 

At the time of the accident Trevor was seven, Delaney was five, Drake was four, and Tiernan 

was two.  

 

The Pettit family, during the 2011 Christmas holiday season. (L. to r.) Trevor, Drake, Jaime Erskine-Pettit, Brian, Tiernan (being 

held by Brian), and Delaney. 

On Saturday, June 23, 2012 our whole life changed. 

In the afternoon, my four children were swimming with two adults in the pool. I was home 

recovering from surgery. I had been sitting out on the deck watching them. My children had 

taken swim lessons and were aware of pool rules.  

I had just walked into the house as everyone was getting out of the pool, when my daughter 

Delaney started to yell that Drake was going to the bottom of the pool. 
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My son Trevor dove in and got him out immediately. I started CPR and 911 were called. En 

route to Strong Memorial‘s emergency department, Drake reestablished a pulse and blood 

pressure. It was at that time that we noticed a large bump developing on his head. 

Upon arriving at Strong, Drake was transferred to the PICU and put in the hypothermic protocol.  

The Full Effects of the Accident 

Five days later, on the Wednesday, we were aware of the full effects of the accident and had a 

prognosis around 10 pm. Both my husband and I are in healthcare and asked the PICU doctor if 

Drake would be eligible to donate organs.  He said yes, and would arrange a representative from 

Finger Lakes Donor Recovery Network (FLDRN) to meet with us the next morning. 

On Thursday morning, a member of FLDRN came in to speak with my family. We were 

informed about the donation process. 

We scheduled a meeting for Thursday during the lunch hour when we could all be present, 

including Drake‘s doctors, nurses, social workers and his pediatrician. I could see the empathy 

and compassion in the faces of the staff. All of our questions were answered. We were given 

time to discuss privately. At no point did my husband and I ever feel pressured.  

We had the best medical care possible and every life-saving measure available.  Sometimes it 

just does not work.  Drake‘s fate had been determined.  So we worked to help someone else‘s 

fate. 

On Thursday at 6 pm, my husband and I decided to withdraw care and I signed consent for full 

donation.  We were told that they had a patient to receive the kidneys. 

A Piano Recital, and Our Last Very Special Night with Drake 

The next day, Friday, June 29, my oldest son, Trevor, had his piano recital. During this time, he 

thought that family and friends were coming into town for his recital. 

We asked if they could do the surgery on Friday night, after Trevor‘s piano recital and also after 

we had tucked our other three children into bed. Everybody at Strong was very accommodating, 

even though that would not be until around 10 pm. 

We knew Thursday night would be our last night with Drake. Our nurse and I removed all the 

medical devices that were not necessary and gave him a bath. We put him in his favorite pirate 

shirt and shorts. 

Prior to the accident, we had seen the movie Tangled, and he loved it. They made room in his 

bed for my husband and me to sleep with him and watch the movie about Rapunzel. We even 

had popcorn in the room. 



On Friday, they told us that the recipient was too sick to receive Drake‘s kidney and they were 

expanding the search area. Shortly afterwards they told us they had a recipient, a father of four. 

They wanted to keep the plan for that night. We were given all details about the process. That 

night, we went to Trevor‘s piano recital. 

Our Nighttime Routine 

At home, we have a nighttime routine. It involves doing a reward magnet board, followed by 

reading stories in the cozy corner. Then we go around back to bed and snuggle with each of our 

kids. 

Drake loved to see his older brother and sister dance or perform a piano recital. We wanted to 

incorporate this into his last bedtime. 

After the piano recital, we went home and tucked our other three kids into bed. Then my husband 

and I went back up to the hospital. 

In Drake‘s hospital room we were met by the PICU staff and transplant team. We all went down 

to the operating room together. 

When we arrived in the operating room, there was a nice recliner for us to sit in. They had three 

gift bags prepared for our other children that included a stuffed animal dog. 

I sat in the recliner and Drake was put in my lap. My husband and I read him his favorite book, 

Pete the Cat. 

We were given some time to spend alone with Drake. At no time did we ever feel rushed. I sat in 

the recliner and Drake was put in my lap. My husband and I read him his favorite book, Pete the 

Cat. Then we played the recording of Trevor‘s piano recital for him. 

When we were ready, everyone returned to the room and Drake was able to pass peacefully in 

my and my husband‘s arms. 

Drake Gave the Gift of Life 

It was then that Drake gave the gift of life. 

We were escorted to a waiting room where cookies and juice were available. They also had 

packed up Drake‘s hospital room while we were in the operating room. Everything was nicely 

packed in a wagon. 

Sue Miller, from FLDRN, kindly walked us out to our car and helped to pack everything in. She 

asked if we would like to be notified after the recipient had received the kidneys. We said yes. 

The next morning, Sue called to let us know that there were actually two recipients who were 

able to utilize Drake‘s kidneys. The surgeries went well. 



The contact did not end there. Sue has followed up with us multiple times. We have received 

brochures and words of encouragement in the mail during the holidays and at other difficult 

times. They also mailed books to my children. We have attended a holiday function for families 

of donors. 

“Sharing is Caring” 

During this time, our emotions were all on a roller coaster. You are in shock because you realize 

this tragedy will forever change your life. It will rock your foundation and being. Things as you 

know them are over. You have to decide what you will make of the situation.  

We decided to allow our tragedy to be someone else‘s miracle. Drake, at four, was learning, 

―sharing is caring,‖ and what better way is there to demonstrate that than the donation of his 

kidneys? I find some peace in knowing that out of this horrible situation, we were able to create 

something positive. 
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Dreams from Drake: A Foundation with a Mission to Help Local Children and 

Teens 

In an effort to bring something positive out of this tragedy, Jaime 

and her sister founded ―Dreams from Drake.‖ 

A 501(c)(3) not-for-profit volunteer charitable organization, the 

mission of Dreams from Drake is to provide local children and teens 

with various forms of support needed to move forward while 

experiencing the confusion and grief associated with the loss of a 

sibling or parent. 

The foundation‘s hope is to make an incredibly difficult and painful 

time somewhat more bearable by providing these children and their 

families with resources needed to ensure that they go on to live 

healthy, happy and productive lives. 

Please visit the Dreams from Drake website at 

www.DreamsfromDrake.org. 

 

 

 

A photo on the Dreams from Drake website: Drake, at his 4th birthday party. 
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Donor Family Picnic: Dedicating “Michael’s 

Place” in Honor of Donors and Their 

Families 

Finger Lakes Donor Recovery Network had a very special celebration during our Donor 

Family Picnic at Edridge Park in Elmira on August 18, 2013. We dedicated ―Michael‘s Place‖ 

in honor of all donors and their families.  

   

This area of the park was donated to Sharron O‘Buckley who created the wonderful memorial 

garden in honor of her son, Michael. Sharron has been maintaining this area of the park with the 

help of her family and friends for the last several years.  

On this special day we were able to add seven additional stones to the garden, each engraved 

with special remembrances of the loved one. The dedication was celebrated by more than 60 

people, all of whom contributed to a truly family-style picnic by bringing a dish to pass. Each 

family was also given the opportunity to speak about their loved one and release balloons 

containing personal messages.  

Families are able to order stones at any time.  If you are interested, contact 585-272-4930 and 

ask for Family Services. Anyone of us would be happy to assist you with this process. We can‘t 

wait to see what next year brings! 

[Submitted by Kelly VanDeMar, Family Services Coordinator]  

PHOTO ALBUM 

         

Stones for Michael‘s Place on 

August 18, 2013.         

 

Stones were placed in honor of 

donors. 

 

The Donor Family Picnic in the 

Pavilion. 
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Golf Tournaments in Support of Donation 

Two golf tournaments were held in late summer to support the cause of donation: The Dominick 

Tassone Jr. Memorial Golf Tournament in Erie Village, East Syracuse, NY; and The Brighter 

Tomorrow Golf Tournament in Penfield, NY.  

Dominick Tassone Jr. Memorial Golf Tournament 

The 3rd annual Dominick Tassone Jr. 

Memorial Golf Tournament was held on 

August 18, 2013 at The Links in Erie NY. 

Village, East Syracuse. 

Dominic was a grateful liver recipient 

whose donor was Mary Dunn Houston. 

Upon her sudden death from an accident in 

2007, Mary‘s family had made the 

generous decision to donate her organs, prolonging the lives of other, including Dominic.  Sadly, 

four years after receiving his transplant Dominic passed away. His family and friends organized 

this to help fund a Memorial Scholarship in Mary‘s name at the high school she attended and to 

the CNY Eye & Tissue Bank. 

This year, with the help of sponsorship, 40 golfers, a 50/50 raffle, donated items and gift baskets 

raffled, they raised over $3,000. The money will be going equally to the CNY Eye & Tissue 

Bank and The Donor Family Network. Donor moms Carol Johnson, Donna Dunn, Michelle 

Lester and Karen Kline, volunteered to help. 

Brighter Tomorrow Golf Tournament 

 On September 16, 2013, the Brighter Tomorrow 

Golf Tournament was held at the Shadow Lake 

Golf & Resort Club in Penfield, NY. The 

tournament theme was ―Hope, Possibilities, 

Brighter Beginnings.‖ 

The tournament produced great golfing, food, 

auction items and more – all to help improve and 

save the lives of those in need of transplants.  

 

A golf foursome representing FLDRN (l. to r.) Bill Sainsbury, Susan Miller, Gary Guiste and Nancy Eckerd 
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Funds raised from the golf tournament will be used for essential Rochester/Finger Lakes Eye and 

Tissue Bank programs. Examples of these programs are public and professional education that 

are vital to increasing the number of eyes/corneas, organs and tissues that are needed for 

transplant. 

 

A popular trio with FLDRN goody bags (l. to r.) Nancy Ryan, Amy James and Judy 

Hess. 

  

  

  

 

 

SAVE THE DATES! Upcoming Events 

Mark your calendars for these upcoming FLDRN events. We look forward to seeing you! 

“Casino Night” Fundraiser in October to Benefit Team 
Finger Lakes 

Please join FLDRN at our next ―Casino Night‖ fundraiser to 

benefit Team Finger Lakes as they raise funds to attend the 2014 

Donate Life Transplant Games of America. 

The Halloween-themed night will be held Saturday, October 19 from 8-11 pm. 

Your ticket purchase includes ―gambling money‖, DJ entertainment, photo booth, and appetizers. 

Best Costume will be awarded! Prize raffles and a 50/50 raffle will also benefit the team. 

Purchase tickets for Casino Night: For tickets ($25 each) please contact Tanya Herrold 585-705-

2515 or Mike Swete 585-755-2600. 

We hope you can join us! 
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 Pre-Holiday Gathering 

[Submitted by Susan Miller, Family Services Coordinator] 

Our pre-holiday gatherings will be as follows: 

 The Rochester event will be held at Corporate Woods, Building 30, Suite 220 (our main 

office) in Brighton, on Friday, November 1, 2013 (time to be announced). 

 The Syracuse gathering will be on Sunday, November 3, 2013 at SUNY Upstate. 

Room and time to be announced. 

As you might recall, last year we held this event closer to the Christmas holiday which made it 

difficult for some to attend.  So, this year we are having it at the beginning of November as to 

avoid any holiday conflicts. 

We had such a wonderful time last year and received positive feedback from donor families of 

how great it was to meet other donor families and participate in sharing and a craft activity. We 

are hoping for a great turnout again this year. 

The specific times and location still to be determined will be posted to our Facebook Donor 

Family Support Page. If you are not a member of our special Facebook page and would like to 

be, just contact one of our Family Services Coordinators and they would be happy to add you. 

If Facebook isn‘t for you, give the office a call at 585-272-4930 and we can give you the specific 

information. The information will also be updated on this web page. 

Of course, you can always email us as well. 

FLDRN Family Services Coordinators: 

Judy Hess  at Judy_hess@urmc.rochester.edu 

Susan Miller  at Susan_miller@urmc.rochester.edu 

Kelly VanDeMar  at Kelly_vandemar@urmc.rochester.edu 
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REMEMBER THAT NOVEMBER 15-17, 2013 IS NATIONAL DONOR SABBATH. 

National Donor Sabbath, November 15-17, 2013, is a time for faith leaders of all denominations 

across the region to alert their communities to the pressing need for organ and tissue donations to 

save lives. 

Spreading the Message through Our Faith Communities 

National Donor Sabbath is supported by the U.S. Department of 

Health and Human Services, Health Resources and Services 

Administration, together with national, State, and local donation 

organizations, faith communities, health providers, community 

organizations, and concerned individuals. National Donor Sabbath is 

a nationwide observance from November 15-17, 2013 and there is 

no cost to participate. 

Clergy participation is particularly important because people look to their faith leaders for 

guidance on serious decisions in their lives. Faith leaders of all religious denominations, along 

with other community leaders, can build awareness and help increase organ donation sign-up by 

participating in National Donor Sabbath and holding donor enrollment events throughout the 

year. 

Some of the suggested activities during National Donor Sabbath include: 

 Address the subject in sermons, prayers and homilies 
 Share information through bulletins and newsletters and web communications 
 Hold a prayer breakfast with speakers including local patients and families of 

donors 
 During funeral services, and with the family’s approval, acknowledge the gifts of 

donation 

If you have questions or would like assistance in raising awareness of organ donation, please 

email Amy James at Amy_james@urmc.rochester.edu or call (585) 272-4930.  

 

 

 

 



 Donor Family Celebration 

The Donor Family Celebration is an event that we have every 18 months. We use this event to 

recognize our donors and celebrate their lives. 

The families are given an opportunity to submit a picture of their loved one to be used in a video 

montage as well as to submit a quilt square to be incorporated into one of our quilts that are 

available to be loaned out for family events such as picnics, reunions, or parties. 

Our next Donor Family Celebrations will take place in the first half of 2014: 

 Syracuse Donor Family Celebration: Sunday, May 4, 2014, 2 – 4 PM at the Holiday 

Inn in Liverpool. This is the same location as last time. 
 

 The Rochester event will be: Sunday June 1, 2014 2-4 PM at the Double Tree Inn in 

Henrietta.  

 

If you would like to attend either of these events, please call the Rochester office at (585) 272-

4930 for more information. 

 


